
HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW IN NH
 - DRAFT -

REPRESENTATIVE OR 
SENATOR MAKES LSR 

REQUEST FOR NEW BILL 
DURING FILING PERIOD

PRIMARY SPONSOR 
MAKES REQUESTS FOR 
COSPONSORS. ZERO TO 

TEN CO-SPONSORS 
ALLOWED.

BILL IS ASSIGNED TO  COMMITTEE 
BY THE SPEAKER/PRESIDENT 
BASED ON SUBJECT MATTER

PUBLIC HEARING ARE 
SCHEDULED AND 

NOTICE GIVEN IN THE 
CALENDAR AT LEAST 

ONE WEEK PRIOR.

EXECUTIVE SESSION IS HELD. MOTIONS 
ARE MADE ON WHAT TO DO WITH THE BILL. 
THE TIME OF EXEC SESSION MAY OR MAY 

NOT BE PRINTED IN THE CALENDER. 
SENATE IS BAD ABOUT NOT GIVING 

ADVANCED NOTICE. (QUORUM REQ'D.)

BILL AND ANY 
AMENDMENTS 

INTRODUCED IN 
COMMITTEE GO 

TO FULL CHAMBER

INTERIM STUDY. INTERIM 
STUDY COMMITTEE MAY 

HAVE A 
RECOMMENDATION FOR 

LEGISLATION IN THE 
FOLLOWING YEAR.

STUDY 
COMMITTEE DOES 
FURTHER WORK 
ON THE BILL AND 

MAKES 
RECOMMENDATION 

TO THE FULL 
CMTE LIKELY WITH 
AN AMENDMENT.

MAJORITY OF 
COMMITTEE MAKES 
RECOMMENDATION 

TO THE FULL 
CHAMBER (OTP-A, 

OTP, ITL)

MINORITY OF 
COMMITTEE MAY 
WRITE A BLURB 

PRINTED IN 
CALENDAR WITH 

THEIR 
RECOMMENDATION.

AMENDMENTS ARE 
DRAFTED AS LSRS. 

REQUESTED BY 
REP/SENATOR

ONE OR MORE 
AMENDMENTS 

MAY BE 
INTRODUCED TO 

THE CMTE

FLOOR 
AMMENDMENTS 

CAN BE 
INTRODUCED BY 
ANY LEGISLATOR.

GENERAL SESSION.
DEBATE ON BILLS AND 
AMENDMENTS BY FULL 

CHAMBER

RIP. BILL IS 
DEAD.

YES

BILL ORIGINATED IN 
OTHER CHAMBER?

BECOMES 
LAW

YES

DID BOTH CHAMBERS 
PASS IDENTICAL 

LANGUAGE?

GOVERNOR'S 
DESK

VETOED?

BACK TO HOUSE 
AND SENATE FOR 

POTENTIAL 
OVERRIDE

YES

NO

DOES OTHER CHAMBER 
ACCEPT AMENDED 

LANGUAGE? CONCURS?
YES

NO

DOES OTHER CHAMBER 
REQUEST A 

COMMITTEE OF 
CONFERENCE?

YES

COMMITTEE OF 
CONFERENCE 

MEMBERS, 
"CONFEREES," 

ARE APPOINTED 
BY THE 

SPEAKER/PRESIDENT

NO

DOES HOUSE AND 
SENATE OVERRIDE 

VETO BY 2/3? YES

NO

COMMITTEE OF 
CONFERENCE 

MEETS AND 
ISSUES A REPORT.

COC CAME TO 
AGREEMENT?

NO

COMMITTEE OF 
CONFERENCE 

AMENDMENTS CAN BE 
DRAFTED AND 
INTRODUCED.

YES

BILL IS ASSIGNED 
TO SECOND (OR 

THIRD) CMTE PER 
HOUSE RULES?

YES

START

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
ARE HELD. THE 

PUBLIC HAS 
CHANCE TO GIVE 
INPUT BUT SO DO 
LOBBYISTS AND 

DEPT. HEADS. 
(QUORUM NOT 

REQ'D)

LEGISLATURE 
ADJOURNED?

ACTION TAKEN BY GOV. WITHIN 5 
DAYS? (EXCL. SUN./HOLIDAYS)

YES

YES

NO

YES

NO

"POCKET VETO"

NO

SIGNED

NOTES: 

https://www.nh.gov/nhinfo/bills.html
Remember, committees nearly always get their 
recommendation adopted. Working on committees is 
more effective than working on the full chamber.

OUGHT TO 
PASS (OTP) 

OUGHT TO 
PASS AS 

AMENDED 
(OTP/A) 

INEXPEDIENT 
TO LEGISLATE 

(ITL)

REFER TO 
INTERIM 

STUDY (IS)

RE-REFER TO 
TO 

COMMITTEE

SUBCOMMITTEE 
WORK

YES
YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

BILL IS 
INTRODUCED IN 

OTHER CHAMBER

YES

YES

HOUSE AND 
SENATE MEET TO 

APPROVE COC 
REPORT

COC REPORT 
APPROVED BY 

BOTH HOUSE AND 
SENATE?

YES

NO

A CoC can come to agreement by having 
one chamber withdraw their position or by 

amending the bill satisfactorily to both 
chambers?

MOTION TO TABLE 
MADE AND 
PASSED?

ITL MOTION 
PASSED?

OTP/A OR OTP MOTION 
PASSED?

INDEFINITELY 
POSTPONE

YES

NO

NO
"THIRD READING" 

AND ON TO OTHER 
CHAMBER

RE-REFER?
INTERIM STUDY?

THE BILL'S SUBJECT 
MATTER MAY BE  BETTER 
ADDRESSED IN ANOTHER 
COMMITTE, ESP. AFTER 

AMENDMENT. IF A 
FINANCIAL IMPACT HAS 

BEEN ADDED, WILL NEED 
TO GO TO FINANCE.

YES

INTERIM STUDY LEADS TO CMTE WORK 
IN THE OFF SEASON. IT MAY HAVE A 

RECOMMENDATION FOR NEW 
LEGISLATION IN THE NEXT YEAR. 

(POLITE WAY TO KILL A BILL)

YES

BILL IS LAID UPON THE TABLE. 
REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE TO 

REMOVE. AFTER CERTAIN DEADLINES, 
REQUIRES 2/3 VOTE TO REMOVE. 

(POLITE WAY TO KILL A BILL.)


