New Hampshire Liberty Alliance (NHLA)
Board of Director

Meeting Minutes for April 6, 2009

 1. Call To Order

(a) Chairman Dawn Lincoln called to order the regular meeting of the NHLA at 6:40 PM 

April 6, 2009 in Concord, NH.

 2. Roll Call

(a) NHLA Secretary Steve Villee conducted roll call.  (The board members that were present have an asterisk to the left of their name):

	*
	Dawn Lincoln (Chairman)
	
	*
	Jeremy Olson (Research)

	
	Dan Itse (Political Action)
	
	*
	Carol McGuire (Treasurer) 

	*
	Michelle Levell (Membership)
	
	*
	Steve Villee (Secretary)

	*
	Shuvom Ghose (Vice Chair)
	
	
	


(b) Quorum:  Yes

(c) Other members present:

 i. Paul Comeau, Jr.

 ii. Mark Warden

 3. Secretary's Report-Steve Villee

(a) Carol moved to accept the minutes of the March 16 meeting.  Michelle seconded.  The motion carried.

 4. Treasurer's Report-Carol McGuire

(a) Steve moved to accept the treasurer’s report of March 2009, with corrections.  Jeremy seconded.  The motion carried.

(b) Carol is working with Tony L. to select a handgun to be raffled off at the Liberty Dinner.

 5. Chairman's Report-Dawn Lincoln

(a) In the April elections, Mark Warden and Shuvom are the candidates for Vice Chair.  Paul Comeau, Jr. is the only listed candidate for Secretary.  Members may also cast a write-in vote.  Jeremy will set up the elections online.

(b) The annual meeting will be on Sunday, August 16 at the McGuires’ new home.

 6. Membership Director’s Report-Michelle Levell

(a) As of April 1, there were 1686 regular members (up 119 from last month) and 15 lifetime members (up 2 from last month).

(b) Jeremy is almost done with the new trifold brochure.

(c) Michelle will put together a blurb for the April newsletter on how people can volunteer with the NHLA, whether they are in-state or out-of-state.

 7. Political Action Director’s Report-Dan Itse

(a) Dan was not present, so there was no report this month.

 8. Research Director’s Report-Jeremy Olson

(a) There are about 20 bills left to be reviewed.  Jeremy will scan the database for bills that have been amended, e.g., by searching for “as amended” in the text, and will ask people to review those bills again.

(b) The standing committee to put together the Gold Standard each week has been set up.  It includes all board members, plus a few others, and it seems to be working pretty well so far. Still, it’s hard to get committee members to respond promptly.  Jeremy wants to set up a chat server for the committee to use.

(c) The web site needs a description of what the Gold Standard is and how it’s produced.  Dawn will write up a draft.

 9. Old Business

(a) Shuvom discussed the Liberty Dinner.

 i. David Armitage, author of The Declaration of Independence: A Global History, seemed like a great candidate for speaker, but unfortunately he will be out of the country in July.  We might keep him in mind for next year though.  Several other candidates have been rejected for various reasons.  Still under consideration are Rand Paul and Clifton Labree.

 ii. Gil’s Indian Restaurant and Silo Steakhouse have been rejected as locations.  Derryfield Country Club is still a possibility.

(b) The group discussed the NHLA’s suggestions for decorum when visiting the State House.

 i. Jeremy has posted Carol’s write-up to the website as http://www.nhliberty.org/decorum, including edits by Don Gorman.

 ii. Dawn wanted to clarify the sentence “When referring to specific elements of the bill, have a copy and mention the line numbers” to say that the line numbers should refer to the copy available in the room, which may be different from other copies of the bill text.

 iii. Dawn thought it might be good to add a section for people who are merely observing rather than testifying, to say that the suggested decorum is more relaxed in that case.

 10. New Business

(a) Dan will be speaking at the Tea Party event in Manchester on April 15.

(b) The next meeting will be on May 18.

(c) PorcFest will be June 25 to 28 at Rogers Campground in Lancaster.  We can contact Carla G. to schedule a couple of NHLA speakers for Saturday.

(d) Dawn suggested that we use some of the remaining Civic Action money to donate liberty-oriented books to public libraries in NH.  The group decided it would be best to research the policies of selected libraries first, to find out what restrictions they have on books they will accept.

(e) Jeremy said we need to put together a clear statement of which issues the NHLA won’t touch, and what our guiding principles are.  There is a perception that we avoid taking positions on some issues not out of principle, but because doing so would alienate certain groups of people.

 i. Shuvom suggested holding a referendum on this topic at the annual meeting in August.  Michelle and Dawn were concerned that some large group might pack the house at the meeting, to force their principle or issue to be included.

 ii. Steve moved that at the annual meeting, as one of the agenda items, we hold a general discussion of what the guiding principles of the NHLA should be, and at a subsequent board meeting, based on that input from members, the board actually vote on what the principles will be.  Jeremy seconded.  The motion carried.

(f) Mark Warden would like to see all the past Gold Standard blurbs put into a searchable database.  Jeremy will add this to his to-do list.

 11. Adjournment

(a) Jeremy moved to adjourn the meeting.  Shuvom seconded.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm.

